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A YOUNG NATION RISES TO CHALLENGES  
(1965–1974)

1. Contextual information have been derived from the following sources:

a. “Our History”, Singapore Economic Development Board,  
https://www.edb.gov.sg/content/edb/en/about-edb/company-
information/our-history.html

b. “Milestones: 1960s”, Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
https://www.mti.gov.sg/MTIInsights/Pages/Economic%20
Milestones%201960s.aspx

c. George Yeo’s speech, “JTC’s Crucial Role in the Success of 
Singapore”, 10 December 1998, National Archives of Singapore, 
http://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/speeches/view-
html?filename=1998121001.htm

2. Information on silicosis have been derived from “Eradication of the 
Silicosis Problem in Singapore”, Lee Hock Siang, September 1997, 
International Labour Organization, http://www.ilo.org/public//
english/region/asro/bangkok/asiaosh/newsletr/silicosi/sian.htm

3. Information on the Safety Officers Training Course have been 
derived from “Singapore’s Programmes for OS&H Training and 
Promotion”, Asian-Pacific Newsletter on Occupational Health and 

Safety, Ameerali Abdeali, 1994, International Labour Organization, 
http://158.132.155.107/posh97/private/Dissertation_resources/
Singapore.html

4. Information on the explosion onboard Mendu have been derived from 
the following sources:

a. The Report of the Inquiry Into Explosion and Fire on board Vessel 

“Mendu” on 5 Mar 1972, Ministry of Labour

b. “Jurong Barge Blast: Shipyard is fined $900”, 20 
May 1972, The Straits Times, http://eresources.
nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19720520-1.2.74.aspx?q=mendu+explosion+900& 
page=1&sort=relevance&token=900%2cexplosion%2cmendu 
&sessionid=a594fb799a784252831b5da4f12f439e

5. Information on the fire onboard Iron Parkgate have been derived 
from the following sources:

a. The Report of the Inquiry Into Explosion and Fire on Board Vessel 

“Iron Parkgate” on 10 December 1974, Ministry of Labour

b. “Shipyard Engineer to Blame: Iron Parkgate Fire 
Inquiry”, 28 January 1975, The Straits Times, http://
eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19750128-1.2.130.aspx?q=iron+parkgate +ong+pang+ 
boon&page=1&sort=relevance&token=boon%2cpang%2cong%2c 
parkgate%2ciron&sessionid= 7edb58bfdc6746dbbd74806d9 
3373f67

GROWING TO MEET INDUSTRY AND 
POPULATION NEEDS (1975–1984)

1. Information on industrial workforce numbers have been derived 
from Dr. Wong Kwei Cheong’s speech at the opening of the Third 
Conference on Epidemiology in Occupation Health, 28 September 
1983, National Archives of Singapore, http://www.nas.gov.sg/
archivesonline/data/pdfdoc/wkc19830928s.pdf

2. Information on nation-wide campaigns on Workplace Safety 
and Health have been derived from “Safety and health drive for 
26,000 shipyard workers”, 7 September 1975, The Straits Times, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19750907-1.2.36.aspx

3. Information on the safety compliance pact have been derived from 
“237 Shipyard Contractors Sign Safety Compliance Pact”, 6 November 
1977, The Straits Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
Digitised/Article/straitstimes19771106-1.2.53.aspx

4. Information on the Factories (Safety Committee) Regulations have 
been derived from “Factories (Safety Committee) Regulations”, 
Singapore Statutes Online, http://statutes.agc.gov.sg/aol/search/
display/view.w3p;orderBy=date-rev,loadTime;page=0;query=Id%3A30
6163f6-af0c-4cb4-852b-e14661751834;rec=0;whole=yes
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5. Information on the Factories (Qualifications and Training of Safety 
Officers) Notification have been derived from the Textbook of 

Occupational Medicine Practice, 2nd Edition, David Koh, Chia Kee 
Seng, and J. Jeyaratnam, 2001, World Scientific

6. Information on the shipbuilding and repairing industry-related 
accidents have been derived from “The Development and Recent 
Trends in Occupational Health in Singapore”, Proceedings of 10th 

Asian Conference on Occupational Health, Volume 2, W.O. Phoon, C.N. 
Ong, July 1982, Annals Academy of Medicine

7. Information on the Industrial Hygiene Monitoring Programme was 
derived from “More checks on the high-risk worksite”, 9 November 
1983, The Straits Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
Digitised/Article/straitstimes19831109-1.2.54.aspx

8. Information on the Spyros fire have been derived from the 
following sources: 

a. “Spyros accident”, Infopedia, National Library Board Singapore, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/articles/SIP_806_2004-
12- 30.html 

b. “48 Die in Ship Blast Horror”, 13 October 1978, The Straits Times, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19781013-1.2.2.aspx

c. “Spyros Disaster Relief Funds Nearing $4 Million”, 1 November 
1978, The Straits Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
Digitised/Article/straitstimes19781101-1.2.70.aspx

d. “Grief Turns to Anger”, 14 October 1978, The Straits Times, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19781014-1.2.4.aspx

e. “A New Safety Code for Yard”, 3 July 1979, The Straits Times, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19790703-1.2.11.aspx

f. The Explosion and Fire on Board ST Spyros, 12th October 1978: 

The Inquiry Report, Ministry of Labour

9. Information on the fire at Pulau Bukom have been derived from 
“15 hours to Tame Bukom Fire”, 19 April 1981, The Straits Times, 
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/
straitstimes19810419-1.2.2.aspx

10. Information on decrease of industrial diseases have been derived 
from “Industrial Diseases Showing Signs of Decline”, 15 February 
1979, The Business Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
Digitised/Article/biztimes19790215-1.2.11.6.aspx

11. Information on hearing protection devices usage have been derived 
from “More Use Hearing Protectors Now”, 30 August 1977, The 

Business Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/
Article/biztimes19770830-1.2.73.aspx

12. Information on cancer in Singapore’s industrial landscape have been 
derived from the following sources:

a. “Asbestos workers had lung disease: Ministry”, 22 May 1980, 
The Straits Times, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
Digitised/Article/straitstimes19800522-1.2.25.aspx

b. Mr. Fong Sip Chee’s speech on the occasion of the launching 
ceremony for the Occupational Cancer Prevention Programme, 
24 November 1978, http://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/data/
pdfdoc/fsc19781124s.pdf

EVOLVING ALONGSIDE THE INDUSTRY  
(1985–1994)

1. Contextual information have been derived from the following sources:

a. “Our History”, Singapore Economic Development Board, https://
www.edb.gov.sg/content/edb/en/about-edb/company-information/
our-history.html

b. Speech by Mr. Ravi Menon at the Singapore Economic 
Review Conference 2015, 5 August 2015, Monetary Authority 
of Singapore, http://www.mas.gov.sg/News-and-Publications/
Speeches-and-Monetary-Policy-Statements/Speeches/2015/An-
Economic-History-of-Singapore.aspx
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2. Information on the construction of the Mass Rapid Transit tracks 
have been derived from:

a. “Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) system”, Infopedia, 
National Library Board, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/
articles/SIP_2013-11-05_131443.html

b. “How Well Do You Know the MRT System”, S.U.R.E, National 
Library Board, 12 February 2014, http://www.nlb.gov.sg/sure/
mrt-system/

3. Information on statutory medical examinations have been derived 
from the Workplace Safety and Health Guidelines, Workplace 
Safety and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/files/wshc/
upload/infostop/attachments/2015/IS201504160000000321/WSH_
Guidelines_Statutory_Medical_Examinations_2013.pdf

4. Information on the Ginza Plaza explosion have been derived from 
the Report on the Explosion at Ginza Plaza on 7 August 1992 by The 

Committee of Inquiry, Ministry of Labour

5. Information on the fire on board the Indiana have been derived 
from the Report on the Fire on Board Indiana on 27 November 1992 at 

Sembawang Shipyard, 1993, Ministry of Labour

6. Information on the Sembawang Bethlehem fire have been derived 
from the Report of the Committee of Inquiry, The Fire and Explosion at 

Sembawang Bethlehem Pte Ltd on 9 August 1994, Ministry of Labour

7. Information on the fire on board the British Adventure have been 
derived from the Report of the Committee of Inquiry into the Fire on 

board the British adventure on 8 February 1994 at Jurong Shipyard, 
Ministry of Labour

STAYING ADAPTIVE IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 
(1995–2004)

1. Statistics on the manufacturing sector have been derived from:

a. “Highlights” in the trends in economic characteristics in 2000, 
Department of Statistics Singapore, http://www.singstat.gov.
sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/publications/
publications_and_papers/cop2000/census_2000_release3/
highlights.pdf

b. “Chapter 10: Singapore’s System for Managing Foreign 
Manpower”, Yap Mui Teng, Managing International Migration For 

Development in East Asia, edited by Richard H. Adams, Jr. and 
Ahmad Ahsan, 2014, World Bank Group, http://lkyspp.nus.edu.
sg/ips/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2013/04/pa_MT_Managing-
International-Migration-for-Development-in-East-Asia-Research-
Papers_240215.pdf

2. Information on the debarment scheme for contractors have been 
derived from “MOM Press Release: Debarment Scheme for 
Contractors With Bad Safety Record”, 23 February 2000, Ministry 
of Information and the Arts, http://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/
speeches/view-html? filename=2000022303.htm

3. Information on the Asian Financial Crisis have been derived from:

a. “The Asian Financial Crisis in Hindsight”, Donald Low, Ethos, 
October 2007, Civil Service College

b. “The Asian Economic Crisis: The Way Ahead For Singapore”, 
Augustine H. H. Tan, 20 May 1999, Faculty of Arts & Social 
Sciences, National University of Singapore, http://www.fas.nus.
edu.sg/ecs/pub/wp/previous/AHTAN4.pdf

c. “Asian financial crisis, 1997-1998”, Infopedia, National Library 
Board Singapore, http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/infopedia/articles/
SIP_1530_2009-06-09.html
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4. Information on the 2001 recession have been derived from “Economic 
Planning and Industrial Policy in the Globalizing Economy: 
Concepts, Experience and Prospects”, Murat Yülek, 2014, Springer  

5. Information on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) have 
been derived from: 

a. “Workers Hit by Fever”, 25 April 2003, Today, http://eresources.
nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/today20030425-
2.2.5.3.aspx

b. “SARS in Singapore: Timeline”, 16 March 2013, The 

Straits Times, http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/sars-in-
singapore- timeline

6. Information on Avian Influenza have been derived from “Prevention 
and Control of Avian Influenza in Singapore”, Hon Keong Leong, 
et. al, 2008, Annals Academy of Medicine, http://annals.edu.sg/
PDF/37VolNo6Jun2008/V37N6p504.pdf

REFORMING OUR WORKPLACE SAFETY AND 
HEALTH LANDSCAPE (2005–2014)

1. Information on fatality rates in 2010 was derived from the Workplace 
Safety and Health Council’s Annual Report 2010

2. Information on the role of small and medium-sized enterprises was 
derived from “SMEs an important part of Singapore’s economy”, 
22 October 2013, Channel News Asia, http://www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/specialreports/parliament/videos/smes-an-important-part-
of/856032.html

3. Information on the Workplace Safety and Health Professionals 
Workforce Skills Qualifications framework was derived from the 
following sources:

a. The press release “The WSH Professionals WSQ is launched 
during the opening of the National WSH Campaign on 29 
April 2008”, Singapore Workforce Development Agency, http://
www.wda.gov.sg/content/wdawebsite/L209-001About-Us/L219-
PressReleases/30_Apr_2008.html

b. The Workplace Safety and Health Council’s Annual Report 2008

c. The Workplace Safety and Health Council’s Annual Report 2009

d. The Workplace Safety and Health Council’s Annual Report 2010

4. Information on capability building in the metalworking industry has 
been derived from the Workplace Safety and Health Council’s Annual 
Report 2010

5. Information on the documents and training courses 
from the Workplace Safety and Health Council have been 
derived from “CDA / CS / CTAG”, Workplace Safety and 
Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/wps/portal/!ut/p/
a1/jY89D4IwEIZ_iwMrd3yIxq1xkCjGAVToYsBgwSBt2kr_
vsjkIOht7-V5cvcChRRom3c1y3XN27x5ZxpcooPvuyTG3SZMH
CTuHsNk4Tlx4PdANg6sT95_Po4MwV_-GegUMnwwABMn
tkBZw4uhbkbawlsyoLK8lbKU9lP260proVYWWmiMsY2qrr
ZifRDKQsGl_q5WXGlIPwwQj2OK93nTRWT2AgTnMHU!/
dl5/d5/L2 dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?action=cmsPublicView 
&categoryId=CL2014080300005

6. Information on Total Workplace Safety and Health have been 
derived from:

a. “Guide to Total Workplace Safety and Health”, Workplace Safety 
and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/files/wshc/upload/
cms/file/Guide_to_TotalWSH.pdf

b. “Factsheet on Total Workplace Safety and Health”, Workplace Safety 
and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/files/wshc/upload/
newsspeeches/file/2014/AnnexC_Factsheet_on_TotalWSH.pdf
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Other sources with supporting facts and statistics not mentioned above include annual reports, internal newsletters and publications from the Ministry of Labour, 

now the Ministry of Manpower.

7. Information on Workplace Safety and Health 2018 have 
been derived from “WSH 2018”, Workplace Safety and 
Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/wps/portal/!ut/p/a1/
jY89D4IwEIZ_iwNr7_gQjVvjIFGMA6jQxYCpBVMoKRX-
vsiqqLfd5XnyvgcMEmB11pUiM6WqM_
namX8JD57n0Ah3myC2kTp7DOKFa0e-NwDpNLA-uf_5ODEUf_
lnYN-QscEIfInYAhNS5eO7Ka1zdymAaX7jmmvy0MO5MKZpVxZ
a2Pc9EUoJyclVVaQVFn6yCtUaSN5gaKpjgve57EI6ewLPB5KC/dl5/
d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?action=cmsPublicView&cmsId=C-
2014081900002&tabId=CT-2014081900011

CHAMPIONING WORKPLACE SAFETY 
AND HEALTH STANDARDS ON 
AN INTERNATIONAL SCALE (2015–FUTURE)

1. Information on Vision Zero have been derived from the 
following sources:

a. Mr. Tan Chuan-Jin’s speech at the Launch of National Workplace 
Safety and Health Campaign, 24 April 2015, Workplace Safety 
and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/wps/portal/!ut/p/
a1/jY89D4IwEIZ_iwNr7_gQjVvjIFGMA6jQxYCpBVMoKRX-
vsiqqLfd5XnyvgcMEmB11pUiM6WqM_
namX8JD57n0Ah3myC2kTp7DOKFa0e-NwDpNLA-
uf_5ODEUf_lnYN-QscEIfInYAhNS5eO7Ka1zdymAaX7jmmv
y0MO5MKZpVxZa2Pc9EUoJyclVVaQVFn6yCtUaSN5gaKpjgv
e57EI6ewLPB5KC/dl5/d5/L2 dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?action= 
cmsPublicView&cmsId=C-2015042705699

b. “The Swedish Approach to Road Safety: ‘The Accident Is Not the 
Major Problem’”, Sarah Goodyear, 20 November 2014, CityLab, 
http://www.citylab.com/commute/2014/11/the-swedish-approach-
to-road-safety-the-accident-is-not-the-major-problem/382995/

c. “Factsheet on Total Workplace Safety and Health”, Workplace 
Safety and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/files/wshc/
upload/newsspeeches/file/2014/AnnexC_Factsheet_on_
TotalWSH.pdf

d. “Factsheet on Vision Zero”, Ministry of Manpower, 
http://www.mom.gov.sg/~/media/mom/documents/
speeches/2014/annex%20c_factsheet%20on%20vision%20
zero_revised.pdf?la=en

2. Information on the Construction WSH Leadership summit have 
been derived from “Construction WSH Leadership Summit”, 
Workplace Safety and Health Council, https://www.wshc.sg/
wps/portal/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOJ9_
E1MjByDDbzdPUIMDRyNfA08QsyNDYMDDYAKInErcA4zJk6_
AQ7gaEBIf7h-FD4lYBeAFeCxwks_Kj0nPwns3UjHv
CRji3T9qKLUtNSi1CK90iKgcEZJSUGxlaqBqkF5eble
en5-ek6qXnJ-rl5xOjY9GfnFJfoRmEoLckMjDLJMc8p8H
BUB1aLHEw!!/dl5/d5/L2 dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?action 
=publicViewEvent&eventID=EV201505180000000678
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