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Govt will act if
bosses disregard

workers’ health

By FENGZENGKUN

EMPLOYERS who flout the Gov-
ernment’s health advisories for
the haze could be penalized, Act-
ing Manpower Minister Tan
Chuan-Jin warned vesterday.

“If emplover = do not follow the
advisorv and are wantonly disre-
garding the zafety and he alth of
their workers, action will be tak-
en. Our inspector: will go out to
inspect and we will follow up on
feedback provided,” he said.

Speaking to reporters at Chai
Chee where grassroots organiza-
tions were distributing face mazks
toresidents, Mr Tan said zome ir-
responsible actions inelude expect-
ing crane operators to hoist heavy
loads when visibility is bad.

“If the conditions are such that
cutdoor workers are expectedto
waork with masks, we expect that
tobe adhered to_If there are oir -
cumstances where thev are not,
that’s something we need to fol-
low up on with the companies,”
he added.

Mr Tan alzo spelt out avenues
of help for emplovees who feel
their healthis being threatened:
‘e encourage workers to take it
up with the unions, their supervi-
sors, with management.

“If thev can’t find a zolntion or
they are worried or afraid, call us
and that’s something we'll look in-
to and addrez: as best we can .

Mr Tan added that the Man-

power Ministry Is working with
the Ministrv of Health to make
sure companies have enough face
maszks for their emplovees.

“Thoze who need them can eall
in and we will make the arrange-
ments and push it out to them,”
he =aid.

Asked whether the Manpower
Ministry would consider stopping
work for specific groups such as
cutdoor construction workers
when the three -hour Pollutant
Standards Index croszes a thresh-
old, Mr Tan reiterated that the
Government Iz basing itz health
advice onthe 24-hour forecast.

“I kmow that when we see the
P51 spike and the haze is particu-
larly thick wetend to get panicky,
and that’s perfectly underztanda-
ble... but it"s the cumulative ef-
fect (of) exposzure over the courze
of a day that has the real impact,”
he =aid.

That being zaid, firms alszo
need to be flexible. “Emplover: do
remainresponsible to exercize
their dizeretion and adjust their
work practices baszed onthe pre-
vailing circumstances,” he said.

Waorkers can call the Manpow-
er Miniztrv’'= call centre on
6438-5122, and if there are zignifi-
cant safety concerns on outdoor
work during the haze sitnation,
thev can call the ministryv's safety
hotline on 6317-1111 or e-mail
oshd @ mom .po v _sg.
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